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2010 BARN OWL (Tyto alba) INVENTORY AND CURRENT 
MANAGEMENT FOR THE SPECIES IN KENTUCKY 
 
Kathryn G. Heyden 
 
Introduction 
 
 The Barn Owl (Tyto alba) is a nocturnal raptor found in open habitats where it preys 
primarily on rodents and other small mammals. Although the species is one of the most 
widely distributed birds in the world (found on all continents except Antarctica), it is 
considered rare to uncommon in many regions. In Kentucky, records of nesting Barn Owls 
have been quite rare both historically and during modern times. Due to the predominance of 
forested habitat, the species was likely very rare in or absent from much of the state prior to 
European settlement. During the late 1800s and early 1900s, the species likely colonized 
open habitats created by settlers (Palmer-Ball 1996).  
 The infrequency of reports of this species in Kentucky is somewhat surprising because 
much suitable habitat in the form of pastures, hayfields, croplands, reclaimed surface-mine 
lands, and restored grasslands is present. In fact, 38% of the state is composed of 
undeveloped, open land (grassland/herbaceous, pasture, cropland, etc.) according to the 
2005 National Land Cover Dataset (KDGI 2008). It is likely that the scarcity of breeding 
records is in part due to the elusive nature of these nocturnal predators. Mengel (1965) 
noted that the paucity of published records likely exaggerated the perceived rarity of the 
species, and he stated that during his time most rural people were familiar with the species, 
implying that Barn Owls must have occurred “widely and regularly.” This has not been the 
case in recent years; despite efforts to track breeding records for this species, detailed 
reports have remained few in number. For example, only seven confirmed breeding records 
were documented 1985–1991 during the state’s breeding bird atlas project (Palmer-Ball 
1996). Since then, only a handful of nesting records have been confirmed annually with 10 
being the most in any single year (Palmer-Ball and McNeely 2004; Palmer-Ball and 
McNeely 2005).   
 Barn Owls have gained conservation concern throughout most of North America in 
recent years due to noticeable population changes. Severe declines have been recorded in 
several midwestern states (Colvin 1985, Stewart 1980, WDNR 2005). Many possible causes 
for these declines have been identified and examined including habitat loss, human-related 
mortality, variability in prey populations, low survival during severe winters, predation, 
pesticides, and limited number of suitable nest sites (Altwegg et al. 2006, Colvin 1985, 
Stewart 1980). Without doubt, a combination of these factors has affected Kentucky’s Barn 
Owl population. 
 Due to local conservation concern, Barn Owl has been considered a species of Special 
Concern by the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission since 1986 (Warren et al. 
1986), and as a Species of Greatest Conservation Need in Kentucky’s State Wildlife Action 
Plan (KDFWR 2005). Subsequent to the latter designation, a program to install nest boxes 
in suitable habitat on Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) was initiated in 2006. 
 
2010 Barn Owl Inventory 
 
 Conservation actions for declining species are usually best implemented when the 
status of the population is known. In the case of Barn Owl, so little was known about its 
status in Kentucky that the first step was to conduct a statewide inventory. The goal of this 
effort was to document as many resident Barn Owls as possible. During 2010, Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) personnel opportunistically searched 
suitable nesting and roosting structures (barns, silos, old houses, etc.) on both public and 
private lands, the latter with landowner permission, for evidence of use by Barn Owls. 
Searches were focused in areas where Barn Owl sightings had occurred or near known nest 
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and roost sites. Nest boxes that had been installed in past years by KDFWR or cooperating 
landowners were checked for evidence of Barn Owl use. Wildlife rehabilitators worked 
with KDFWR to provide locations where they had encountered Barn Owls. Finally, press 
releases were circulated notifying the general public that KDFWR was conducting the 
inventory, and leads resulting from responses were investigated. 
 Twenty-six Barn Owl nest locations were confirmed in 23 counties during the 2010 
inventory (Fig. 1). Nest locations were considered confirmed if at least one of the following 
was observed by KDFWR personnel or photographed by a landowner: 1) one or two adults 
present at nest site with eggs or incubation observed; 2) one or more nestling(s) or recently 
fledged young present at or in the immediate vicinity of nest site; 3) one or more adults 
delivering food to nest site; or 4) one or more adults present at nest site with calls of nest-
lings heard.  
Fig. 1. Counties with confirmed Barn Owl nesting locations during 2010. 
 
 Most nests were found on privately owned land, although three were in nest boxes on 
WMAs. Nests were found in a variety of structures, showing no clear preference for 
structure type (Table 1); however, our survey methodology likely showed a bias for the use 
of man-made structures (Colvin et al 1984). Tree cavity nests are difficult to locate and 
often overlooked unless they are in close proximity to a home, or a tree falls or is cut down.  
Table 1.  Structure types used by Barn Owls, 2010. 
Nest/Roost Structure Type Nests Roosts Total Sites 
Attics 2 – 2 
Barns and Outbuildings 3 2 5 
Other Openings in Houses or Other Buildings 2 1 3 
Caves/Rock Shelters – 1 1 
Chimneys 1 – 1 
Dead trees 3 – 3 
Live Trees 7 – 7 
Nest Boxes (all in barns) 4 1 5 
Elevated Hunting Blinds 1 – 1 
Silos and Grain Bins 3 2 5 
Total 26 7 33 
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 Most nests were located high above ground level (usually more than 15 ft [4.6 m]), but 
nests in silos and grain bins were situated not more than four feet (1.2 m) above ground 
level. Nests that were inspected in hollow trees (Hopkins and Boyle counties) were in 
cavernous hollows several feet deep. Many nests were found in agricultural settings, but a 
substantial number were documented in rural towns and one was in an urban area (in an 
unfinished eave of an office building on the outskirts of Lexington, Fayette County). All of 
the nests, while located within settled areas, were within ca. 0.5 mi (ca. 0.8 km) of a sig-
nificant amount of pasture, hayfield, or other open habitat. Nests were scattered throughout 
much of central and western Kentucky, but none were reported or found on the Cumberland 
Plateau or in the Cumberland Mountains (Fig. 1). A few Barn Owl “hotspots” were noted 
where more than one nesting pair or roost were located within several miles of one another. 
Perhaps most notably, the Boyle/Mercer County area produced three nesting pairs and two 
additional roosting individuals.  
 The productivity of 24 nest attempts was monitored during 2010. Brood sizes varied 
from 3–8 with most nests fledging 3–6 young. Nesting was typically initiated during spring 
(March–April) and most young fledged by the end of July. Nests were considered 
successful if they fledged one or more young. Success was documented at 16 nests, 
although eight failures were also documented. During 2010, at least 79 young were 
produced and 56 young were known to fledge from 29 nesting attempts; at the time of this 
writing three late nests remain active. While the cause of two nest failures was unknown, 
evidence at other locations pointed to exposure to weather (Logan County), unsuccessful 
fledging (Shelby County), predation (Daviess County), death of one of the pair (Madison 
County) and nest destruction (Montgomery and Mercer counties). Re-nesting by pairs that 
had failed in earlier nesting attempts was observed in only one pair (Shelby County). 
Double-brooding was documented at two nests: one in Bourbon County and one in Scott 
County. In Bourbon County, a second brood of young was observed in mid-December after 
a successful nest of young fledged in late May. In Scott County, a second clutch of six eggs 
was laid during mid-September following a successful nesting during spring 2010. Three 
additional nesting attempts were initiated in late summer/fall 2010: a brood of eight young 
was found in a hollow tree that had been cut down in a yard in Boyle County 11 September; 
two downy young, approximately one month old, were found under a nest tree in Simpson 
County 29 October; and one downy young, approximately five weeks old, was found 
beneath a nest tree in Muhlenberg County 26 November. These three nest sites had not yet 
been located in spring, so it is not known if these were double-broods, re-nests, or first 
attempts for these pairs during 2010. Nesting during fall/winter and double-brooding has 
been reported occasionally in bordering states including Illinois and Ohio (Walk et al 1999, 
 
  
Brood of six young Barn Owls in an empty grain bin in Henderson County. 
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Shipley and Scott 1999), but had not been previously reported in Kentucky.  
 Barn Owls nesting in Kentucky appear to be non-migratory and usually remain on site 
year-round, although different locations may be chosen for roosting seasonally. Roosting 
Barn Owls were observed in a variety of structures including silos, barns, building crevices, 
and a rock shelter (Woodford County) (Table 1). Nearby suitable nesting structures were 
searched for nests where roosting Barn Owls were found. If no nest or mate was located, the 
owl was assumed to be un-mated. In addition to the 26 nesting pairs summarized above, one 
pair was found roosting together with no nesting confirmed, and six solitary owls were 
documented at roosting sites during 2010.  
 Pellets found at nesting and roosting locations were opportunistically dissected to 
identify prey remains. Identifiable skulls were usually those of voles (Microtus spp.) or 
Southern bog lemmings (Synaptomys cooperi), although a few mouse (Peromyscus spp. and 
Mus musculus) and one Short-tailed shrew (Blarina brevicauda) skulls were also noted. 
Crawfish remains and the wings of a nestling passerine bird were also found under a nest in 
Crittenden County. Though anecdotal, the observed dominance of voles in the diet of Barn 
Owls was consistent with other studies on the contents of Barn Owl pellets in Kentucky 
(Brown 1989, Thogmartin et al 1999) and elsewhere in inland North America (Marti 2009). 
 
Management Efforts 
 
 Suitable nest site availability in the proximity of areas with a large prey base is 
assumed to be a major limiting factor for Barn Owl populations. Providing nest boxes near 
source populations has been found to successfully increase nesting populations (Marti et al 
1979). Nest boxes provide not only additional nest sites, but a distinct place to look for owls 
(Colvin et al 1984). The inclusion of the Barn Owl as a Species of Greatest Conservation 
Need in Kentucky’s State Wildlife Action Plan (KDFWR 2005) resulted in establishment of 
a program to install nest boxes in suitable habitat on WMAs and other public lands in 2006. 
Initially, efforts focused on installing nest boxes in barns and sheds near large tracts of 
grassland habitat. Nineteen nest boxes have been installed in barns or buildings on public 
land since 2006 (Table 2). However, several WMAs that have good Barn Owl habitat, do 
not have barns that are conducive to nest box installation. Thus, in 2008, a new nest box 
was designed that could be mounted onto a tree or pole. Since 2008, 18 nest boxes have 
been installed on trees and poles on public lands.  
 
 Although several nest boxes on public lands have already become active (e.g., Clay 
and Yellowbank WMAs), in 2010 the nest box focus switched to maximizing the fecundity 
of existing Barn Owl nests, whether they were on public or private land. Productivity may 
be hindered at unreliable nest sites, perhaps contributing to Barn Owl declines. For 
example, many nests are discovered when hollow trees are cut down, grain bins are drained, 
or old barns are demolished. In 2010, KDFWR worked to ensure that all known nesting 
Table 2.  Nest boxes installed by KDFWR since 2006. 
Year Ownership Barns and Outbuildings 
Houses or 
Other 
Buildings 
Poles Live Trees 
Elevated 
Hunting 
Blinds 
Silos Total 
2006 Private/Public 2/6 –/– –/– –/– –/– –/– 2/6 
2007 Private/Public 1/8 –/– –/– –/– –/– –/– 1/8 
2008 Private/Public 1/– –/– –/– 1/6 –/– –/– 2/6 
2009 Private/Public 4/– –/– –/– –/2 –/– –/– 4/2 
2010 Private/Public 12/4 5/1 2/10 4/– 3/– 3/– 29/15 
Total Private/Public 20/18 5/1 2/10 5/8 3/0 3/0 38/37 
Total Nest Boxes 38 6 12 13 3 3 75 
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Barn Owl pairs had a safe and permanent nest site by installing 29 additional nest boxes at 
locations with known pairs. Sometimes Barn Owls choose nest locations that present an 
inconvenience for the landowner or will not be available in future years (e.g. a hole in an 
attic vent that is planned to be fixed). KDFWR works with landowners to encourage Barn 
Owls to nest in a location that is convenient for the landowner and safe for the owls. The 
Department also ensures that destroyed Barn Owl nest sites (e.g., removed nest trees) are 
replaced with a nearby nest box in an undisturbed area. It is hoped that these efforts will 
encourage a more stable Barn Owl nesting population statewide.  
 
Banding Efforts 
 
 In hopes of learning more about the dispersal, movements, and survival of Kentucky 
Barn Owls, KDFWR personnel banded 30 Barn Owls in 2010. Owls were banded with US 
Geological Survey lock-on aluminum leg bands and, when possible, birds were sexed using 
a combination of measurements and plumage characteristics. Cooperation with local 
rehabilitators led to the banding and release of 20 Barn Owls during 2010. These owls had 
been brought in for various reasons includ-
ing vehicle collisions, nest destruction, and 
falling from a nest. Nineteen rehabilitated 
hatch-year owls and one rehabilitated adult 
owl were banded and released in 2010. The 
adult female was released at her nest site 
from a newly installed nest box (Mercer 
County). Meanwhile, young owls were re-
leased in groups of four to seven in barns 
with installed nest boxes at Shaker Village 
of Pleasant Hill and at Yellowbank WMA. 
These two locations were chosen based on 
the availability of several nest boxes in the 
area and the presence of at least one known 
nest of Barn Owls nearby.  
 In addition to rehabilitated birds, 10 
nestling Barn Owls were banded at acces-
sible nest locations in 2010. Six nestling 
owls were banded at a nest in Henderson 
County 15 June 2010, and four nestlings 
were banded at a nest in Boyle County 11 
September 2010. 
 
Future Monitoring and Management 
 
 Barn Owl nesting locations and productivity will be monitored by KDFWR annually, 
with an extensive survey and detailed report produced on a three-year interval. KDFWR 
will continue to band rehabilitated and nestling Barn Owls as time and funding permits. 
Nest boxes on public lands will be maintained, and additional nest boxes will be installed 
where appropriate. Nest boxes on private lands will be maintained by KDFWR and 
cooperating landowners. Time and funding permitting, KDFWR will continue to install 
additional nest boxes on private lands where there are Barn Owls in need of safe and 
permanent nesting locations. Monitoring and nest box management will be continued until 
the nesting population demonstrates growth and sustained stability.  
 
More Information and Request for Sightings 
 
 Because most Barn Owls are on private land, the extent of KDFWR’s knowledge of 
and ability to help Kentucky’s population depends greatly on the public’s cooperation in 
 
This young Barn Owl has been banded and is 
ready to be returned to its Boyle County nest. 
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reporting sightings. Please report any sightings of nesting or roosting Barn Owls to Kate 
Heyden at kathryn.heyden@ky.gov or (800) 858-1549 ext. 4475. Landowner and exact nest 
location information are kept confidential, and locations are released to the public only at 
the county level. KDFWR works with landowners to encourage Barn Owls to nest in 
locations that are convenient for the landowner and safe for the owls. Interested landowners 
who would like to install their own nest box can find construction plans at the following 
link: http://fw.ky.gov/pdf/barnowlboxes2010.pdf. Anyone installing a nest box is encour-
aged to inform KDFWR of the location and provide updates of any use by Barn Owls. 
Again, contact Kate Heyden as noted above. More information on Kentucky Barn Owls will 
also soon be available at: http://fw.ky.gov/navigation.aspx?cid=755&navpath=C753. 
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CURRENT STATUS OF NESTING BALD EAGLES (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) IN KENTUCKY 
 
Kathryn G. Heyden 
 
History of Kentucky’s Breeding Bald Eagle Population 
 
 Very little information exists on nesting Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) in 
Kentucky prior to the middle of the 20th Century. Most of the historic records are from far 
western Kentucky, with a few observations farther east along the Ohio River floodplain. As 
of the early 1950s there were an estimated five to 10 nesting pairs (Mengel 1965), although 
the pre-settlement population was likely larger. A widespread decline, mostly attributed to 
decreased productivity caused by DDT, occurred during the 1950s–1960s. As a result, 
nesting Bald Eagles disappeared from Kentucky for over 20 years (Palmer-Ball 1996). 
 Subsequent to the banning of DDT in the United States in 1972 and a nationwide 
restoration effort during the 1970s and 1980s, the number of Bald Eagles in the continental 
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United States began to increase. In 1987 the Bald Eagle became reestablished as a breeding 
species in Kentucky when two eaglets hatched from a nest at Ballard Wildlife Management 
Area in Ballard County. Although that nest failed due to owl predation, two eaglets suc-
cessfully fledged from a nest at Land Between the Lakes in 1989 (Burford 1999). After 
reestablishment, the Bald Eagle nesting population steadily increased; six nesting pairs were 
documented in 1990 and 23 nesting territories were documented in 2000 (Table 1). 
 Due to the presence of an abundance of suitable habitat, the majority of eagle nests are 
located in western Kentucky, primarily in the floodplains of the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers, as well as at the Land Between the Lakes. However, the population has recently 
expanded onto other river systems across the state, and the creation of large reservoirs has 
provided habitat that was not available to eagles historically. As a result, Bald Eagle nests 
in central and eastern Kentucky are becoming increasingly common.  
 Kentucky’s nesting population of Bald Eagles met criteria set by the Southeast Bald 
Eagle Recovery Team for removal of the species from the federal list of Threatened and 
Endangered Species in August of 2007. However, Bald Eagles still remain protected by the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. To ensure the 
species continues to proliferate, National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines (USFWS 
2007) and a Post-delisting Monitoring Plan (USFWS 2009) have been developed.  
 
Current Status of Nesting Bald Eagles 
 
 While Kentucky’s nesting Bald Eagle population increased at a relatively slow rate 
during the 1990s and early 2000s, the pace of growth has increased rapidly during the past 
several years. During 2010, a record 84 occupied nesting territories were documented in 36 
counties (Fig. 1); this is twice the number present in Kentucky just five years ago (Table 1).  
 
Fig. 1. Counties with Bald Eagle nesting territories during 2010. 
 
 Nineteen new nests were located in 2010, the most notable being at Fishtrap Lake in 
Pike County, near downtown Louisville on Shippingport Island, along the Kentucky River 
in Franklin County, and at two sites along the Ohio River in Boone County. The record total 
of nesting territories no doubt reflects the expansion of Kentucky’s nesting eagle pop-
ulation. However, the discovery of some of the new nests was made possible by additional 
aerial surveys conducted in 2010. A one-time funding opportunity was utilized to survey 
portions of far western Kentucky by helicopter that had not been intensively checked in 
recent years. This flight, alone, resulted in the discovery of 10 new nests, some of which 
may have been built in recent years prior to 2010. 
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Eagle Monitoring in Kentucky 
 
 Kentucky’s Bald Eagle population is currently monitored twice a year. During Jan-
uary, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR), in cooperation 
with other state and federal agencies and local volunteers, surveys as many as 20 routes to 
compile a Midwinter Eagle Survey. Midwinter Eagle Surveys have been conducted in the 
state since 1961, although route locations have been changed and survey efforts have been 
expanded and better standardized over the decades. Survey data are submitted to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers as part of a national survey and are available via the internet at 
http://ocid.nacse.org/nbii/eagles/. During the Midwinter Eagle Survey, 150–400 eagles have 
been counted in Kentucky every winter since 2000. 
 KDFWR also conducts aerial surveys of eagle nests during the early spring (March/ 
April) to determine the status of known breeding territories. Nesting success is later 
determined for as many nests as is possible by ground observations made by KDFWR staff, 
Table 1.  Nesting success of Kentucky Bald Eagle territories since re-establishment. 
Year 
No. of 
Occupied 
Nesting 
Territories 
No. of 
Successful 
Nesting 
Territories 
No. of 
Young 
Produced 
No. of 
Young 
Fledged 
No. of Young 
Fledged Per 
Successful Nesting 
Territory 
1986 1 0 0 0 0 
1987 3 0 2 0 0 
1988 3 0 0 0 0 
1989 3 1 3 2 2.0 
1990 6 3 6 6 2.0 
1991 8 4 7 7 1.75 
1992 7 3 6 6 2.0 
1993 10 6 14 13 2.17 
1994 12 7 14 13 1.86 
1995 15 8 16 15 1.88 
1996 12 8 17 17 2.13 
1997 18 8 14 12 1.50 
1998 14 6 8 8 1.33 
1999 20 12 24 22 1.83 
2000 23 19 32 32 1.68 
2001 25 17 25 24 1.41 
2002 25 18 30 30 1.67 
2003 39 22 34 34 1.55 
2004 39 25 34 46 1.84 
2005 42 25 54 51 2.04 
2006 43 22 38 36 1.64 
2007 48 38 72 67 1.76 
2008 62 33 76 59 1.79 
2009 56 15 84 27 1.80 
2010 84 35 109 63 1.80 
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other agency personnel, and volunteers. During the nesting season (January–July), the 
following information is gathered, where possible: 
 
• Occupied nesting territories – number of territories with evidence of a nesting pair of 
eagles. 
• Successful nesting territories – number of territories that were known to be successful 
in fledging at least one young. 
• Young produced – number of young known to hatch. 
• Young fledged – number of young known to fledge. 
• Young fledged/successful nesting territory – number of young fledged divided by the 
number of successful territories. 
 
 These criteria are used 
regionally and nationally to 
measure productivity trends 
and are reported annually by 
each state to the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS). 
A territory is deemed “occu-
pied” if it contains a nest that 
was recently built or main-
tained by eagles, adult birds 
are seen at a nest, or if there 
is evidence of reproduction 
(incubation behavior, eggs, 
or chicks seen). A territory is 
considered “successful” if at 
least one young is known to 
fledge (USFWS 2009). Due 
to limited accessibility and 
funding, some territories con-
firmed to be occupied early 
in the nesting cycle typically 
cannot be checked for suc-
cess each year. Thus, the 
number of successful nesting 
territories and resulting totals 
of fledged young presented 
in Table 1 reflect results 
from only a portion of the 
occupied territories in any 
given year. For this reason, 
the 2010 totals of 109 young 
produced (hatched) and 63 fledged are certainly only a portion of the actual total. As dem-
onstrated by the values in the right-most column of Table 1, the productivity per successful 
nest has remained fairly consistent over the past two decades. 
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A Bald Eagle nest in Land Between the Lakes photographed 
during aerial survey, March 2010. Photo by Ray Stainfield. 
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SUMMER 2010 SEASON 
 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. and Lee McNeely 
 
 Following the rainy spring season, June and July 2010 were relatively normal in terms 
of temperature and precipitation. Transient lakes across the Highland Rim of south-central 
Kentucky lingering from the heavy early May rains provided a unique opportunity to see 
waterbirds during a season when highlights from this group are typically somewhat limited. 
McElroy Lake, in particular, yielded a number of interesting observations including Black-
bellied Whistling-Duck, Mottled Duck, nesting Black-necked Stilts, Whimbrel, and Hud-
sonian Godwit. Other highlights included a second Mottled Duck, an unprecedented show-
ing of White Ibis and two reports of Merlin during July, and a summer Alder Flycatcher. 
 Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these 
reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports 
of out-of-season birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic 
documentation. This documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee 
(KBRC). Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are 
reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. 
 
 Abbreviations – County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/” 
symbol is used in place of “and”; “ph. ” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the 
observation was documented with photograph(s); “vt.” next to an observer’s initials 
indicates that the observation was documented on videotape; “†” next to an observer’s 
initials indicates that written details were submitted with the report; Place names: Barkley 
Dam = Barkley Dam, Lyon/Livingston; Chaney Lake, Warren; Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson; 
Fishing Creek = Fishing Creek embayment of Lake Cumberland, Pulaski; Horseshoe Road 
= slough next to Horseshoe Road, w. Henderson; KY 739 = transient pond along KY 739 
se. of Williams Store, Logan; Ky Bend = sandbars on the Mississippi River at Kentucky 
Bend, Fulton; Ky Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/Marshall; Kuttawa = Lake Barkley at 
Kuttawa, Lyon; Livingston Point, on the Ohio River at the mouth of the Tennessee River, 
McCracken; Lower Hickman Bottoms, w. Fulton; McElroy Lake, n. of Woodburn, Warren; 
Melco = Melco flood retention basin, Jefferson; Morgan Pond, near Oak Grove, Christian; 
Obion WMA, Fulton; Shaker Village = Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, Mercer; Sinclair 
WMA, Muhlenberg; Starfire Mine, Knott; SNP = State Nature Preserve; WMA = Wildlife 
Management Area. 
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Black-bellied Whistling-Duck – 1 was 
present at McElroy Lake 13–19 June (ph. 
DR et al.). KBRC review required. 
 
Mottled Duck – there were two reports: 1 at 
McElroy Lake 3–7 July (vt. DR, et al.); 
and 1 along KY 94 at Mud Creek, w. Ful-
ton, 10–16 July (BY, ph. MY, EHu, ph. 
HC). KBRC review required. 
 
Blue-winged Teal – at least 7 were still at 
McElroy Lake 14 June (BP, EHu), but as 
smaller bodies of water nearby dried up, a 
few more collected there with a high 
count of ca. 12 males and at least 1 female 
28 June (BP, EHu); only 3-4 remained 
there by 5 July as the lake began to dwin-
dle (BP, EHu); single broods of young in 
the company of females were finally ob-
served there 11 July (BP, KH) and 14 July 
(DR). Other reports without evidence of 
breeding included 1 at KY 739 on 16 June 
(FL); 1 at Horseshoe Road 3 July (CC); a 
male at Morgan Pond 14-25 July (BP, 
EHu, DR) and an unspecified number at 
Chaney Lake to 27 July (DR).  
 
Gadwall – a male was present at Melco 14 
June (BP, EHu). 
 
Ring-necked Duck – there were two re-
ports: 2 females lingered at McElroy Lake 
into early July (m. ob.) and were last seen 
15 July (DR); and a male on a transient 
pond along US 431 s. of Russellville, 
Logan, 19–21 June (MBt). 
 
Lesser Scaup – as has become the norm, 
small numbers of scaup, most or all Les-
sers, likely summered on Lake Barkley 
with at least 14 above the dam and 4 at 
Kuttawa, both 17 June (BP). 
 
Hooded Merganser – there were four re-
ports of probable or confirmed breeding: 
up to 12 birds, most likely juvs. hatched 
somewhere in the vicinity, were at McEl-
roy Lake during June (m. ob.) with 1–3 
present into July (m. ob.) and last seen 14 
July (DR); a female with 5 juvs. was seen 
at a transient pond along Homer Murray 
Road, Warren, 13 June (DR, TD); 7 birds 
(probably a female with 6 full-grown 
young) were along KY 137 n. of Bayou, 
Livingston, 18 June (BP); and 7 (probable 
a family group) were at Horseshoe Road 3 
July (CC). Other reports of interest in-
cluded a female along the Ohio River at 
Dayton, Campbell, 6 June (FR) and a 
female-type bird at Morgan Pond 14 July 
(BP, EHu). 
 
Ruddy Duck – a female lingered at McEl-
roy Lake to 9 June (DR). 
 
Common Loon – there were five reports: 1 
heard calling at Cave Run Lake, Bath/ 
Rowan, 1 June (EM); 1 at McElroy Lake 
3 June (DR); 1 at Morgan Pond 6 June 
(DR, MBt); and 1 in basic plumage on Ky 
Lake above the dam and 1 in alternate 
plumage in the marina area at Kuttawa, 
both 17 June (BP). 
 
Pied-billed Grebe – there were two reports 
of breeding: at KY 739, where an adult 
was present 16/26 June (FL et al.) and 2 
juvs. (thought to have been hatched there) 
were seen 9 July (ph. FL, MBt); and at 
Morgan Pond, where a bird was observed 
incubating 26 June (DR, FL), and 2 
broods each with 5 young were present 14 
July (BP, EHu) with these same families 
observed into August (m. ob.). Also re-
ported were 2 adults at McElroy Lake 
through 14 June (BP, EHu) with 1 linger-
ing into July (m. ob.) and last seen 15 July 
(DR); 1 on a transient pond along Homer 
Murray Road, Warren, 5 June (DR, TD); 
a juv. at McElroy Lake 14 June (DR, TD) 
that could have been hatched in the vicin-
ity; and 1 at Barren River Lake, Barren, 
24 June (DR). 
 
 
 
Juv. Pied-billed Grebes, Morgan Pond 
26 July 2010 
David Roemer 
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American White Pelican – 2 likely sum-
mering birds were present on Lake Bark-
ley near Kuttawa 17 June (BP); also of 
interest were 10–15 over Ky Bend during 
mid-June (KDi) and 3 at Middle Bar on 
the Mississippi River, Hickman, 12 July 
(KDi). 
 
Least Bittern – 2 at Clear Creek WMA, 
Hopkins, 7 July (EHa) were the only ones 
reported. 
 
Great Blue Heron – a relatively impressive 
number of mostly juv. birds gathered at 
McElroy Lake during late June and early 
July with a peak count of 155 tallied there 
14 July (DR). 
 
Great Egret – 2 birds at Pulaski County 
Park 7 June (SS) were not near known 
breeding areas; probably 25–30 birds were 
at the Kuttawa heronry 17 June (BP); up 
to 12 birds were seen at McElroy Lake 
during mid-July (m. ob.); ca. 750 in the 
vicinity of Obion WMA 16 July (HC) 
represented a modest peak count for the 
season. 
 
Snowy Egret –there were three reports of 
birds away from w. Kentucky: 1 at Melco 
1 June (EHu); 1 at the Falls of the Ohio 9 
July (BP); and 1 over Horseshoe Road 10 
July (CC). 
 
Little Blue Heron – the only birds away 
from w. Kentucky were an adult at McEl-
roy Lake 3 June (DR); a juv. near Mosely 
Pond, Logan, 14 July (BP, EHu); a juv. at 
Fishing Creek 19 July (RD); a juv. at 
Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 23/26 July (DR); 
and a juv. at Chaney Lake 27–29 July 
(DR). 
 
Cattle Egret – 1 in flight over w. Muhlen-
berg 26 June (MY, BY) and a juv. at 
McElroy Lake 17 July (DR, DB, TD) 
were the only ones reported away from w. 
Kentucky. 
 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron – there were 
several reports of juvs., all being included: 
1 at Chaney Lake 28 June/14 July (BP, 
EHu/DR); 3 at Hall’s Store transient 
pond, Logan, 9 July (MBt) with 1 still 
there 10/12 July (ph. MBt); 2 at Obion 
WMA 10 July (BY, MY, EH) with 1 still 
there 17 July (BY, MY); and singles near 
Morgan Pond (BP, EHu) and at the former 
Camp #11 mine, Union (BP, EHu), both 
22 July. Also reported was an adult at the 
Louisville landfill 7 June (RA). 
 
White Ibis – an unprecedented movement of 
juvs. occurred during July with all reports 
included: 3 at Lake No. 9, Fulton, 6 July 
(ph. HC, ME); 1 at the Falls of the Ohio 
8–21 July (ph. EHu, et al.); 1 at KY 739 
on 11 July (FL, MBt, ph. DR) with 3 there 
13–16 July (ph. FL et al.); 6 at McElroy 
Lake 13–18 July (D&SH; ph. EHu; ph. 
DR, et al.); and 1 at Morgan Pond 20/22 
July (ph. DR, TD/ BP, EHu). 
 
Osprey – reports of interest included 1 at 
McElroy Lake 16 June (DR) and a juv. at 
Barren River Lake, Allen/Barren, 31 July 
(DR). A new nest was located at Cedar 
Creek Lake, Lincoln, where 2 adults and 3 
young were present 11 June (AN). The 
nest at Shippingport Island, Jefferson, 
contained 3 young 20 July (DS et al.). 
 
Bald Eagle – an adult was at McElroy Lake 
7 June (DR). It was a remarkable breeding 
season for Bald Eagles; 84 occupied ter-
ritories were documented in the state dur-
ing the year! Largely the result of an in-
tensive effort by personnel with the Ky. 
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources, 19 
new territories were documented in 2010 
(KH et al.). Notable new nests were locat-
ed at Fishtrap Lake, Pike; on Shippingport 
Island near downtown Louisville, Jeffer-
son; along the Kentucky River, Franklin; 
and at two sites along the Ohio River, 
Boone. See article on pp. 85–89. 
 
 
\ 
White Ibis (juv.), Morgan Pond 
20 July 2010 
David Roemer 
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Northern Harrier – a female-type bird was 
seen at McElroy Lake 28 June (BP, EHu). 
 
Mississippi Kite – 1 at Sinclair WMA 12 
July (ET), 2–3 there 19 July (BY, MY), 
and a surprising tally of 8 there 25 July 
(ph. AU, ET) were the only ones reported 
away from known breeding areas. 
 
Merlin – unprecedented for summer were 
birds reported at McElroy Lake 17 July 
(†DR, TD) and at Morgan Pond 24 July 
(†TD). 
 
Peregrine Falcon – it was a record-setting 
year for nesting; 13 pairs held territories 
with 10 nesting successfully producing 23 
chicks, all of which fledged (KH et al.); 
new pairs were located in Franklin and 
Pendleton (KH et al.). 
 
Sora – 2 heard calling at Sinclair 8 July 
(EHa) were very unusual for mid-summer 
and possibly represented summering/ 
breeding birds. 
 
American Coot – a likely injured bird con-
tinued through the season on a pond at the 
Louisville landfill where it has been seen 
since spring 2009 (RA); 8 lingered at Mc-
Elroy Lake to 14 June (BP, EHu) with at 
least 4 still there 5 July (BP, EHu); and at 
least 1 last seen there 16 July (DR). 
 
Sandhill Crane – singles were present at 
McElroy Lake 28 June (BP, EHu, DR) 
and at the Standard Country Club, ne. 
Jefferson, 17 July (WA). 
 
Black-bellied Plover – 3 at McElroy Lake 
3–4 June (DR et al.) and 1 there 5 June 
(DR, TD) were the latest to be reported. 
 
Semipalmated Plover – small numbers 
lingered into early June with 3 at Melco 1 
June (EHu); 2 near Grassy Pond/Powells 
Lake Unit Sloughs WMA, Union, and 2 at 
Horseshoe Road, both 3 June (CC); 1 at 
KY 739 on 5 June (FL); and at least 15 at 
McElroy 4 June (DR et al.) with 1 last 
seen there 19 June (DR). Two at Morgan 
Pond 22 July (BP, EHu) were the earliest 
fall birds reported. 
 
Piping Plover – 1 at Obion WMA 18 July 
(BY, MY) was relatively early. 
 
Killdeer – an impressive number gathered at 
McElroy during late June and early July 
with a peak count of 1400+ there 16-17 
July (DR); less impressive numbers were 
present at Morgan Pond during mid-July 
with at least 550 in the vicinity 22 July 
(BP, EHu). 
 
Black-necked Stilt – birds were present at 
McElroy Lake through mid-July with 
peak counts of at least 19 adults (with at 
least 5 on nests) 14 June (BP, EHu) 
through 27 June (DR), and at least 15 
adults with 2 still on nests 28 June (BP, 
EHu). Numbers dwindled during July 
with at least 8 or 9 adults there with at 
least 2 still on nests 5 July (BP, EHu), but 
only 5 still there with 1 still incubating 
11/14 July (BP, KH/BP, EHu). At least 2 
chicks hatched from the remaining nest 17 
July (DR) but they soon disappeared, 
likely the result of predation. Additional 
reports were as follows: 1 at Chaney Lake 
12 June (DR); 1 on a transient pond along 
US 431 s. of Russellville, Logan, 19 June 
(MBt); 3 at Hall’s Store transient pond, 
Logan, 9 July (MBt) with 4 there 10–12 
July (MBt); and 2 at KY 739 on 13 July 
(FL, MBt). 
 
American Avocet – 1 at McElroy Lake 10 
June (DR) was in between normal spring 
and fall migratory periods. Three likely 
fall migrants were at the Falls of the Ohio 
16 July (DS, ph. EHu, et al.). 
 
Greater Yellowlegs – there were three re-
ports during June: 1 at McElroy Lake 9–
18 June (DR et al.); 1 at a transient pond 
along US 431, Logan, 21 June (MBt); and 
1 at McElroy Lake 28–29 June (BP, EHu, 
DR); other reports of interest included 1 
along Schuler Lane, Oldham, 6 July 
(MA); 7 at McElroy Lake 11 July (BP, 
KH); and 3 at Morgan Pond 14/22 July 
(BP, EHu). 
 
Willet – there was a nice flurry of early fall 
reports, all being included: 1 at Petros 
Pond, Warren, 5 July (DR); 1 at McElroy 
Lake 5/8 July (BP, EHu, DR, MBt/DR); 1 
in the Lower Hickman Bottoms (HC, ME) 
and 10 at Lake Barkley State Resort Park, 
Trigg (MS), both 6 July; 1 at Horseshoe 
Road 6/10 July(CC); 2 at Obion WMA 10 
July (BY, MY, EH); and 1 at the Falls of 
the Ohio 13 July (EHu). 
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Lesser Yellowlegs – an injured bird was still 
at KY 739 on 5 June (FL); 2 at McElroy 
Lake 14 June (BP, EHu) may have been 
returning fall birds with 9 there by 28 
June (BP, EHu) and at least 75 there by 7 
July (DR); 12–15 were at Morgan Pond 
14/22 July (BP, EHu). 
 
Solitary Sandpiper – 1 at McElroy Lake 9 
July (DR) was the earliest to be reported 
with least 7 there by 11 July (BP, KH); ca. 
10 at McElroy, ca. 12 at Morgan Pond, 
and 6-8 at Swallow Spring, all 14 July 
(BP, EHu); 20-25 at and near Morgan 
Pond 22 July (BP, EHu). 
 
Spotted Sandpiper – although evidence of 
nesting was not detected this year, there 
were four reports during early to mid-
June: 1 at Horseshoe Road 3 June (CC); 1 
on the Ohio River at Dayton, Campbell, 
where a pair nested last year, 7 June (FR) 
but not found on subsequent dates; 1 that 
lingered at McElroy Lake to 7 June (DR); 
and a bird calling as if territorial at Melco 
14/24 June (BP, EHu). Presumed early 
returning birds included an adult at McEl-
roy Lake 28 June/5 July (BP); 2 at Melco 
1 July (EHu); 1 at Horseshoe Road 3 July 
(CC); and ca. 6 at Morgan Pond 14 July 
(BP, EHu). 
 
Upland Sandpiper – there were four re-
ports: singles at McElroy Lake 1/10 July 
(DR); 1 adjacent to Obion WMA 10 July 
(EHu, BY, MY); and 1 at Morgan Pond 
26 July (DR). 
 
Whimbrel – 1 at McElroy Lake 13 July (vt. 
DR, DB, TD) represents a first confirmed 
report for the fall migratory period. 
KBRC review required. 
 
Hudsonian Godwit – 4 at McElroy Lake 3–
4 June (ph. DR, et al.) were unpreceden-
ted for the season anywhere in the region; 
it is unclear where these birds were head-
ed, but the most likely scenario would 
seem to be tardy spring migrants. KBRC 
review required. 
 
Ruddy Turnstone – a likely tardy spring 
migrant was present at Livingston Point 
on the Ohio River, McCracken, 9 June 
(ph. KDi); another was seen at the same 
location 28 July, when it was observed 
predating Least Tern eggs at the nesting 
colony there (ph. KDi). 
 
Least Sandpiper – singles at Minor Clark 
Fish Hatchery, Rowan, 13 June (DPa) and 
McElroy Lake 14 June (BP) were unusual 
for mid-June; 1 at McElroy Lake 26 June 
(DR) represented the earliest returning fall 
bird; representative peak counts for the 
season included 20 at Horseshore Road 3 
July (CC); 35–40 at McElroy Lake 11 
July (BP, KH); ca. 50 at McElroy Lake 
13-14 July (DR); ca. 35 at Morgan Pond 
14 July (BP, EHu); and 80–100 at Morgan 
Pond 22 July (BP, EHu). 
 
Semipalmated Sandpiper – latest spring 
flocks included 68 at Melco 1 June (EHu); 
13 at Horseshoe Road 3 June (CC); and at 
least 75 at McElroy Lake 4 June (DR). 
Two at Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Row-
an, 13 June (DPa) and 1 at McElroy 15 
June (DR) were the latest to be reported;. 
One at McElroy Lake 11 July (BP, KH, 
DR); 2 at Obion WMA 16 July (HC); and 
 
 
Whimbrel, McElroy Lake 
13 July 2010 
David Roemer 
 
 
Ruddy Turnstone, McCracken 
9 June 2010 
Kerri Dikun 
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4 at Morgan Pond 22 July (BP, EHu) were 
the earliest returning fall birds. 
 
Western Sandpiper – there were three re-
ports of early fall adults: 1 at McElroy 
Lake 16 July (DR) and 18 July (TD), and 
1 at Chaney Lake 25–26 July (DR). 
 
White-rumped Sandpiper – representative 
late spring reports included at least 75 at 
McElroy Lake 4 June (DR); ca. 20 at 
Chapman Pond, s. Warren, 5 June (DR, 
TD); 55-60 at Chaney Lake 7 June (DR); 
and 4 last seen at McElroy Lake 15 June 
(DR). 
 
Pectoral Sandpiper – 2 at McElroy Lake 10 
July (DR) were the earliest fall birds re-
ported; at least 100 were at and near Mor-
gan Pond 22 July (BP, EHu) with 160 
there 25 July (DR, TD). 
 
Stilt Sandpiper – 1 at McElroy Lake 28 
June (BP, EHu) represented a new early 
fall arrival date for the state. Other reports 
of interest included 3 at KY 739 on 11 
July (MBt, DR, FL); 4 at McElroy Lake 
18 July (DR); 12 at Morgan Pond 22 July 
(BP, EHu); and 1 at Fishing Creek 30 July 
(RD). 
 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper – 1 at Obion 
WMA 17 July (BY, MY) represented a 
new early fall arrival date for the state; 
also reported was 1 at Chaney Lake 26 
July (DR). 
 
Long-billed Dowitcher – an adult at Mor-
gan Pond 14 July (BP, ph. EHu) was early 
with another reported there 25 July (ph. 
DR). 
 
Short-billed Dowitcher – 1 at McElroy 
Lake 26–28 June (DR) represented a new 
early fall arrival date for the state; small 
numbers were noted at scattered locales 
during July with the following reports of 
interest: 4 at McElroy Lake by 11 July 
(BP, KH, DR) with peaks of 7 there 13 
July (DR) and 5 there 16 July (DR); 1 at 
Horseshoe Road 3/6 July (CC) with 3 
there 16 July (CC); 1 at Hall’s Store tran-
sient pond, Logan, 10 July (MBt); 1 at 
Obion WMA 10 July (BY, MY, EH) and 
12 July (HC); 7 at the Falls of the Ohio 13 
July (EHu); 1 at Morgan Pond 14 July 
(BP, EHu); and 1 at Melco 20 July (BP). 
Wilson’s Phalarope – a male was present at 
McElroy Lake 21 June (DR, TD); also 
reported was 1 at Melco 19-20 July (EHu, 
BY, RH). 
 
Laughing Gull – an adult was at McElroy 
Lake 13 June (DR, DB). 
 
Franklin’s Gull – a first-year bird was at 
McElroy Lake 10 June (DR). 
 
Ring-billed Gull – 6 likely summering birds 
were on Ky Lake above the dam 17 June 
(BP). 
 
Least Tern – 1 at both Chaney and McElroy 
lakes 15 June (DR, HC, RD) was the only 
one reported away from known nesting 
areas. Breeding birds on the lower Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers had moderate nest-
ing success as follows: 326 nests were 
marked at Ky Bend with an estimate of 
300–400 total pairs and 25% success rate 
there during the season (KDi), and 117 
nests were marked at Livingston Point, 
McCracken, with an estimate of 100–150 
total pairs and 24% success rate there 
(KDi); also present were at least 11 nest-
ing pairs on an industrial pond at Calvert 
City, Marshall, during the season (KDi, 
DSw) and an undetermined number of 
pairs in agricultural fields at Swan Lake, 
Ballard, during early July (SR et al.). 
 
Forster’s Tern – 4 (3 adults and 1 imma-
ture) were present at Ky Bend 20 July 
(KDi). 
 
Caspian Tern – 1 at Calvert City, Mar-
shall, 17 June (BP) was in between nor-
mal spring and fall migratory periods; 
other reports of interest included 1 at the 
Falls of the Ohio 9/20 July (BP) and 4 at 
Livingston Point 13 July (KDi). 
 
Black Tern – singles were at McElroy Lake 
on a few occasions during June (DR, TD) 
with 6 there 9 June (DR) and 3 there 3 
July (TD et al.). Also reported were 2 at 
Livingston Point 13 July (KDi); 14 at 
Morgan Pond 24 July (TD) with 5 there 
25 July (DR, TD); and 1 at Ky Bend 27 
July (KDi). 
 
Black-billed Cuckoo – 1 was banded at 
Shaker Village 13 July (ph. KH et al.) 
with the same bird captured again and a 
second bird present 16 July (KH, DPe, et 
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al.); perhaps one of the same birds was 
heard at Shaker Village 27 July (BP). 
 
Eurasian Collared-Dove – reports from 
General Butler State Park, Carroll, 1 June 
(BB) and at Warsaw, Gallatin, 3 July 
(BB) were the first for the two counties. 
 
Barn Owl – 1 was found dead along the 
Mountain Parkway, se. Clark, 25 June 
(BP); remains of one were found dead at 
McElroy Lake 1 July (DR). A concerted 
effort by the Ky. Dept. of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources to survey for nesting 
Barn Owls resulted in the documentation 
of a remarkable number of records; no 
less than 26 nesting pairs were located in 
23 counties during 2010 (KH et al.). See 
article on pp. 79–85. 
 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird – numbers 
were abnormally low across much of 
northern Kentucky until the last week of 
July (m. ob.). In contrast, above-normal 
numbers were reported across southern 
and western portions of the state, perhaps 
boding well for fall numbers.  
 
Common Nighthawk – a juv. present at 
Shelbyville, Sheby, 29 July (ph. HB; see 
p. 104) appeared to be a rufous morph in-
dividual and generated a great deal of dis-
cussion regarding it’s identity. 
 
Least Flycatcher – ca. 25 were heard sing-
ing/calling at the summit of Black Moun-
tain, Harlan, 5 June (MA); 1 banded at 
Shaker Village 16 July (KH et al.) was 
most likely an early fall migrant. 
 
Alder Flycatcher – the bird heard on the 
Road Creek Mine, Pike, 13 May (BP, 
EHu) was still present and calling 10 June 
(BP, KH), but neither a mate nor further 
evidence of nesting could be found, and it 
was not detected there during an early 
morning visit 25 June (BP). 
 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher – the only report 
was for 1 observed along KY 416 at its 
junction with the Audubon Pkwy., sw. of 
Hebbardsville, e. Henderson, 26 June 
(†MY, BY). 
 
Bell’s Vireo – 1 continued from late May at 
the Louisville landfill to 3 June (RA); 1 
singing at Calvert City, Marshall, 17 June 
(BP) was not near known breeding areas. 
 
Bank Swallow – a small nesting colony was 
again present along the Ohio River at 
Dayton, Campbell, mid-June into July 
(FR); 1 at Fishing Creek 16 July (RD) 
must have been an early post-breeding 
disperser. 
 
Sedge Wren – there were only two reports: 
1 heard along Oakes Road, Pulaski, 6/8 
June (SS) and 1 along Bliss Road, Adair, 
24 July (DC) and 31 July (RD). 
 
Golden-winged Warbler – atlas survey 
work for Golden-wingeds in the se. por-
tion of the state by Ky. Dept. of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources resulted in the sight-
ing of likely territorial birds at two sites in 
Bell (2 birds at one 25 May [LP], 1 bird at 
another 28 May [DBa]); two sites in Har-
lan (7 birds at one 18 May [SV], 5 birds at 
another 27 May [JS]); ca 15 mi. s. of 
Pikeville, Pike, 4 June (SF); and one site 
in Whitley (pair 25 May [SA]). Also re-
ported at a site in Bell was a Brewster’s 
Warbler 28 May (DBa).  
 
Chestnut-sided Warbler – a bird singing as 
if on territory near Hail, Pulaski, 6 June 
(BS) represented a county first during the 
breeding season. 
 
Black-billed Cuckoo, Mercer 
13 July 2010 
Kate Heyden 
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Blackburnian Warbler – one of a pair was 
observed carrying nesting material or food 
at the summit of Black Mountain, Harlan, 
5 June (MA). 
 
Prothonotary Warbler – a pair nested at 
Morscher Park, Silver Grove, Campbell, 
late May into June (FR). 
 
Bachman’s Sparrow – the only reports 
were singles at Ft. Campbell, Trigg, 
10/19/30 June (EHo fide DM). 
 
Savannah Sparrow – 2 or 3 along KY 1694 
at the Jefferson/Oldham line 6 July (MA) 
were probably on territory. 
 
Henslow’s Sparrow – reports of interest 
included 3 at the Starfire Mine 10 June 
(KH, BP); 3 at Ft. Campbell, Trigg, 14 
June (DM); and 6 along Bliss Road, 
Adair, 24 July (DC) and 31 July (RD). 
 
Lark Sparrow – singles were present along 
different stretches of Vance Road, War-
ren, 3/5 June (DR); and 1 was found 
along McDonald Landing Road, 
Henderson, 10 July (CC). 
 
White-throated Sparrow – 1 heard singing 
at Louisville 3 June (SW) was tardy. 
 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak – a singing bird in 
the Zilpo area of Cave Run Lake, Bath, 1 
June (EM) may have been on territory. A 
pair was observed incubating at a nest at 
Gunpowder Creek Nature Park, Boone, 
15–22 May (LM); however, the nest ap-
peared abandoned 31 May (LM). Inter-
estingly, 3 birds were observed nearby at 
Boone County Cliffs SNP 19 June (LM). 
 
Blue Grosbeak – reports of interest in-
cluded 1 at the Starfire Mine 10 June 
(KH, BP); 3 at the Road Creek Mine, 
Pike, 25 June (BP); and a nest with 3 
nestlings w. of Boston, Nelson, 12 June 
(BP). 
 
Dickcissel – 2 at the Road Creek Mine, Pike, 
10/25 June (BP, KH) represented a first 
for the county during summer; other 
reports of interest included a few singing 
at the Starfire Mine 10 June (KH, BP) and 
2 at Hebron, Boone, 3 July (LMc). 
 
Bobolink – reports of interest included a 
single male along Oakes Road, Pulaski, 6 
June (SS); 2 males engaged in courtship 
behavior along Cummins-McWilliams 
Road, Pulaski, 9 June (SS) with 3 males 
and probably a female present there 10 
June (RD) that strongly suggested breed-
ing in the county for the first time [unfor-
tunately the field was mowed and the 
birds were gone 19 June (RD)]; and sev-
eral pairs on territory just nw. of Har-
rodsburg, Mercer, again this year (KDo 
fide GD). 
 
Addenda to the Spring 2010 Report: 
 
Redhead – 110 at Petersburg, Boone, 7 
March (LM). 
Lesser Scaup – 170 at Petersburg, Boone, 
21 March (LM). 
 
Willet – 12 at Petersburg, Boone, 1 May 
(LM). 
 
Solitary Sandpiper – 1 s. of Mt. Zion, Al-
len, 27 March (MBy) was the earliest to 
be reported. 
 
Caspian Tern – 2 at Petersburg, Boone, 17 
April (LM). 
 
Black-billed Cuckoo – 1 at Gunpowder Na-
ture Park, Boone, 22 May (LM). 
 
Alder Flycatcher – 1 heard at Gunpowder 
Creek Nature Park, Boone, 22 May (LM). 
 
Northern Parula – 1 s. of Mt. Zion, Allen, 2 
April (MBy) was the earliest to be repor-
ted. 
 
Canada Warbler – 5 at Gunpowder Creek 
Nature Park, Boone, 15 May (LM). 
 
Lark Sparrow – 1 at Petersburg, Boone, 22 
May (LM). 
 
Bobolink – 25 at Petersburg, Boone, 1 May 
(LM).
 
 Observers: Win Ahrens (WA), Ryan Ankeny (RA), Sara Ash (SA), Michael Autin 
(MA), Danna Baxley (DBa), Matthan Beachy (MBy), Mark Bennett (MBt), Ben Britton 
(BB), David Brown (DB), Horace Brown (HB), Hap Chambers (HC), Derek Coomer (DC), 
Charlie Crawford (CC), Roseanna Denton (RD), Kerri Dikun (KDi), Gary Dorman (GD), 
Kurt Dorman (KDo), Melissa Easley (ME), Scott Freidhof (SF), Debbie & Steve Hamilton 
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(D&SH), Erin Harper (EHa), Richard Healy (RH), Kate Heyden (KH), Emily Hockman 
(EHo), Eddie Huber (EHu), Frank Lyne (FL), Lee McNeely (LM), Evelyn Morgan (EM), 
Daniel Moss (DM), multiple observers (m. ob.), Andy Newman (AN), Brainard Palmer-
Ball, Jr. (BP), David Patick (DPa), Laura Patton (LP), Don Pelly (DPe), Scott Record (SR), 
Frank Renfrow (FR), David Roemer (DR), Mary Schmidt (MS), Barbara Stedman (BS), 
Stephen Stedman (SS), Jacob Stewart (JS), Evan Tanner (ET), Ashley Unger (AU), 
Shawchyi Vorisek (SV), Sean Ward (SW), Ben Yandell (BY), Mary Yandell (MY). 
 
—8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, KY, 40222 (brainard.palmer-ball@ky.gov) (Pal-
mer-Ball) and P.O. Box 463, Burlington, KY, 41005 (lkmc9@aim.com) (McNeely). 
 
THE KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
 
FALL 2010 MEETING 
 
September 24-26, John James Audubon State Park, Henderson, KY 
 
John Brunjes, Recording Secretary 
 
 The fall 2010 meeting of the Kentucky Ornithological Society was held 24-26 Septem-
ber in Henderson with activities based at John James Audubon State Park. The meeting was 
called to order at 7:05 pm CDT Friday evening by President Scott Marsh, who welcomed 
members and guests. Alan Gehret, the museum curator for the Park, welcomed KOS mem-
bers and then gave an overview and some history of the Park and its Audubon holdings. 
Vice-President, Carol Besse, then introduced the evening’s three guest speakers.  
 The first speaker was Kerri Dikun, a biologist with the Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR). Ms. Dikun presented a talk about the 2010 nesting 
season for Least Terns in western Kentucky. She provided a brief background of the Least 
Tern breeding biology and habitat needs, and discussed how interior populations had lost 
habitat due to alterations to large river systems by humans. Kerri then described the on-
going work she was conducting to post signage on the nesting islands and track nest success 
on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. Kerri provided a summary of nesting success and spoke 
about causes of nest failure and specific predators. She also talked about the consequences 
of human disturbance and the presence of all terrain vehicles at one of the breeding sites.  
 Mike Morton, area manager at the Sloughs Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in 
Henderson County, was the second speaker of the evening. Mr. Morton talked about marsh 
bird surveys and various bird banding projects (migratory birds, Mourning Doves, Wood 
Ducks, and winter waterfowl) at Sloughs WMA. He gave a short description and showed 
pictures of each of the banding projects. He had very successful Wood Duck (906) and 
Mourning Dove (>100) banding seasons in 2010. Mr. Morton also talked about different 
habitats found at the Sloughs WMA and how they manage some of those habitats (water 
level manipulation, moist soil units, a shorebird unit, and cypress sloughs). He also 
discussed some of the common food plants for waterfowl on the WMA and how he and his 
staff manage for them.  
 Micah W. Perkins, Associate Professor of Biology at Owensboro Community and 
Technical College, presented a talk on comparing the Neotropical migrant breeding bird 
communities between two areas at John James Audubon State Park during 2004–2007. The 
Park can be divided into two basic parts: the nature preserve habitat (minimally impacted, 
core forest habitat) and the recreation area (more highly impacted, dissected forest edge and 
open habitat). Using fixed-radius point counts, he compared the Neotropical migrant bird 
diversity and similarity index of species in the two different areas. He also grouped birds by 
other criteria such as their Partners in Flight conservation priority rank, population status 
and habitat guild, and looked at how these groups differed between the two habitat areas. 
Overall, he found differences in habitat guild and conservation priority rank but total Neo-
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tropical migrant diversity and population status were not different between the two areas, 
and the similarity index was over half for the two areas. Brown-headed Cowbirds were the 
third most frequently recorded species in his study. He suggested the State Park provides an 
island refuge for forest breeding Neotropical migrants. At the end of Mr. Perkins’ talk Carol 
Besse announced details of Saturday’s field trips. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 CDT. 
Attendees continued socializing over refreshments.  
 The Saturday field trips were held on a cool, partly cloudy morning.. Field trips were 
taken to the Sauerheber Unit of Sloughs Wildlife Management Area, where two groups split 
up to bird different areas, and within John James Audubon State Park. The KOS board 
meeting convened at 2:08 pm CDT. With numerous issues before the board, the meeting 
lasted until 4:18 CDT.  
 The Saturday evening meeting was called to order by President Scott Marsh. Scott 
thanked the John James Audubon State Park and Museum Curator, Alan Gehret, for hosting 
the meeting. He also thanked Vice-President Carol Besse and Board members Shawchyi 
Vorisek (setting up Friday evening program), Lee McNeely (handling meeting registra-
tions), and Mark Bennett (editing Society newsletter and chairing Anne Stamm Avian 
Education Fund Committee) for their work on behalf of the Society. Brainard Palmer-Ball, 
Jr., chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the list of nominees for the 2010-2011 
KOS Board. All nominees stood and introduced themselves. The nominees were President – 
Scott Marsh, Vice President – Carol Besse, Treasurer – Lee McNeely, Corresponding Sec-
retary – Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Recording Secretary – John Brunjes, and Councilors – 
Hap Chambers and Roseanna Denton. Mark Bennett made a motion to accept the slate of 
officers and Jane Bell seconded the motion. The slate of nominees was approved unani-
mously by the members in attendance. Blaine Ferrell then reviewed the list of sightings by 
members on Saturday’s field trips. 
 Scott Marsh then introduced the evening’s speaker, Mr. Jim McCormac. Mr. McCor-
mac works for the Ohio Division of Wildlife, specializing in birds, education, and wildlife 
diversity issues, and has published several natural history books. He provided a presentation 
entitled “St. Paul Island Alaska: The Galapagos of the North” describing a recent trip to this 
isolated island in the Pribilof chain of southwestern Alaska. Jim started by providing some 
information about the location of the Pribilofs and St. Paul, and also gave a brief history of 
the island and the people inhabiting it, as well as the significance of the island to birds. He 
talked about the not-so-easy trip out to the island (loss of luggage, foggy conditions). He 
also gave a brief description of the housing which he termed a “glorified airport hanger.” 
Jim then discussed the different habitats on the island where they looked for birds, ranging 
from wetlands to crab pots. He also discussed and showed videos of other wildlife found on 
the island such as arctic foxes and seals, and presented pictures and names of plant species 
found on the island. Throughout the talk Jim presented pictures of birds he saw on the 
island including; Lapland Longspur, Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, Harlequin Duck, and Red-
faced Cormorant. Jim also described the most common seabirds nesting on St. Paul include-
ing Tufted Puffin, Horned Puffin, Common Murre, Thick-billed Murre, Parakeet Auklet, 
and Crested Auklet. At the completion of his presentation, Mr. McCormac answered 
questions from the members in attendance. 
 At the completion of the Saturday night meeting, Scott Marsh thanked Mr. McCormac 
on behalf of the Society. He then announced that the spring 2011 meeting would take place 
22-24 April at Barren River State Resort Park. After announcing the Sunday morning field 
trips and providing a final tally of birds seen that day (98 species), Scott closed the meeting 
so that everyone might socialize over refreshments. Sunday morning field trips were held 
on an overcast morning with scattered light rain showers. Destinations included the J.J. 
Audubon State Park, Green River State Forest, and Eagle Slough Wildlife Area (across the 
Ohio River in Indiana). 
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Attendance at the Fall 2010 K.O.S. Meeting 
 
Bowling Green: Blaine Ferrell 
Burlington: Lee McNeely 
Columbia: Wendy Butler Burt 
Frankfort: Shawchyi Vorisek 
Glasgow: Linda Craiger 
Henderson: Charlie Crawford, Alan Gehret 
Lexington: Rhonda Bryant, Phyllis Deal, Daniel Marsh, Scott Marsh, Bobbi & Lou 
Shain, Marie Sutton, Joe & Gail Swanson, Jackie & John Van Willigen 
Louisville: Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Carol Besse, JoAnn & Carl Bochmann, Robert Brown, 
Richard Cassell, Eddie Huber, Coleen & Fred Mansmith, Brainard 
Palmer-Ball, Jr., Ben & Mary Yandell 
Mt. Sterling: Gerald Robe 
Murray: Kandy Carstens, Kathy Cohen, Melissa Easley  
Owensboro: Micah Perkins, Marilee & Wendell Thompson 
Prospect: Win Ahrens, Carol & Paul McAllister 
Richmond: Brenda & Pete Thompson 
Russellville: Mark Bennett 
Science Hill: Roseanna Denton 
Somerset: Gay Hodges, Linda McClendon 
Floyds Knobs, IN: Tom Becker, Colleen Craven-Becker 
Newburgh, IN: Chuck Mills 
Wantagh, NY: Kerri Dikun 
 
Birds Observed at the Fall 2010 K.O.S. Meeting 
 
The following bird species were observed at the Fall 2010 K.O.S. meeting; areas visited 
included J.J. Audubon State Park, the Sauerheber Unit of Sloughs Wildlife Management 
Area, and Eagle Slough across the Ohio River in Indiana (ES). Wood Duck, Mallard, 
Northern Bobwhite, Pied-billed Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant (ES), Great Blue Heron, 
Green Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-
tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Sora, Killdeer, Wilson’s Snipe, Rock Pigeon, Eurasian 
Collared-Dove, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yel-
low-bellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated 
Woodpecker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Eastern 
Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed 
Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American Crow, 
Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Carolina Chickadee, 
Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Carolina Wren, House Wren, Sedge Wren, 
Marsh Wren, Eastern Bluebird, Swainson’s Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Nor-
thern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, Cedar Waxwing, Blue-winged 
Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Northern Parula, Yellow Warbler, Chest-
nut-sided Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Black-throated Green 
Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Pine Warbler, Palm Warbler, 
Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart, Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Kentucky 
Warbler(ES), Common Yellowthroat, Hooded Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, Summer Tan-
ager, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Savannah Spar-
row, Song Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, White-
crowned Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo 
Bunting, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Common Grackle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, House Finch, American Goldfinch and House Sparrow. A total of 108 species 
was observed during the weekend. 
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FIELD NOTE 
 
Inca Dove in Fulton County 
 
 On the morning of 19 August 2010, the authors were on our way to birding at the Long 
Point Unit of Reelfoot National Wildlife Refuge in western Fulton County when Monroe 
saw a small dove with reddish brown flashes in the primaries fly up from the roadside. The 
location was along KY 94, just west of the junction with KY 311 and approximately 5 mi (3 
km) west of Hickman. We turned around and slowly made our way back to the spot and 
found the dove again walking along the shoulder of the highway, picking through some 
spilled corn with several Mourning Doves (Zenaida macroura), Eurasian Collared-Doves 
(Streptopelia decaocto), and House Sparrows (Passer domesticus). 
 The dove was noticeably smaller than the other doves near it, and the long tail 
indicated that it was an Inca Dove (Columbina inca) rather than a Common Ground-Dove 
(Columbina passerina). Monroe got out of the vehicle and began setting up his spotting 
scope to attempt to obtain some photographs while Palmer-Ball and Huber remained inside 
and watched the bird. Unfortunately, after flying up from the roadside and perching on the 
roof of a barn and in a small tree for a couple of minutes, the bird flew east and behind an 
old house before photographs could be obtained. Moreover, after speaking with the land-
owner and obtaining permission to walk around the barns and grain bins to search for it, we 
were unable to relocate the bird. Additional searches by us later that day and by others on 
subsequent days also failed to relocate the bird. 
 All three of us were able to get good looks at the following field marks as the bird 
walked and perched within 100 ft (31 m) of us: a small, light gray-brown dove; extensive 
and very noticeable flash of reddish brown in the primaries in flight; long tail with medium 
gray or gray-brown inner rectrices and extensive white on outer rectrices that appeared to 
run nearly the length of at least the outer feathers; and noticeable dark edges to many 
feathers of the body (most noticeable on the back and upper wing coverts and less apparent 
on the underparts) resulting in a scaly appearance to the body plumage. The bird walked 
with the long tail tilted slightly upward towards the tip as is a common behavior for this 
species. Eye and leg color were not noted, and we did not hear it call. Comparison of the 
bird’s plumage to depictions of the plumage in field guides suggested that it was less boldy 
marked like a female, but this is speculative. 
 If accepted by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee, this sighting will represent the 
third record of Inca Dove in Kentucky. The other two reports also have come from the 
westernmost counties bordering the Mississippi River. The state’s first occurred in Carlisle 
County 1 October 2000, and the second very near our sighting within the town of Hickman, 
9-11 February 2002 (Palmer-Ball 2003). Inca Dove is a widespread species throughout 
much of Central America and Mexico, extending north into the southwestern United States 
and breeding as close as northeast Texas (Mueller 1992). A gradual northward expansion 
has been accompanied by an increase in the number of vagrant birds over the last ten years. 
Most vagrants have been found during the fall and winter (Domagalski, unpubl. summary). 
 
Literature Cited 
 
Domagalski, R. 2007. Midcontinent Rare Bird Records. Unpubl. Summary. Version 2007. 
Mueller, A. 1992. Inca Dove. In Birds of North America, No. 28 (A. Poole, P. Stettenheim, 
and F. Gill, eds.). Philadelphia: The Academy of Natural Sciences; Washington, D.C.: 
The American Ornithologists’ Union. 
Palmer-Ball, B. 2003. Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Kentucky. Ky. Ornithological 
Society. Louisville, KY. 189 pp. 
 
—Mark Monroe, 1114 Silvercrest Lane, Louisville, KY, 40223; Brainard Palmer-Ball, 
Jr., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, KY 40222; and Eddie Huber, 5001 Thurman 
Road, Louisville, KY 40299. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
 
Don’t Miss Out on the Final Rusty Blackbird Hotspot Blitz!  
 
 In 2009 and 2010, Kentucky birders scoured the countryside for wintering Rusty 
Blackbirds to increase understanding of their distribution and find important local concen-
trations or “hotspots.” Much was learned from the last two year’s efforts. Already, the 
information gained is being used to implement research and conservation efforts! However, 
there is still more to learn. The Rusty Blackbird Hotspot Blitz will be repeated for the last 
time in 2011 to locate more hotspots and determine how stable known hotspots are from 
year to year.  Don’t miss your chance to contribute to this monumental survey effort for this 
declining species! 
 The Blitz will occur 29 January–13 February 2011 throughout the Rusty Blackbird 
winter range in over 20 midwestern and southeastern states. Participants will simply be 
asked to visit locations where they have previously sighted or would expect to encounter 
Rusty Blackbirds and submit their observations via eBird. You can go wherever you like, 
whenever you like, and as often as you like anytime during the counting period.  Locations 
where there are larger concentrations of Rusty Blackbirds are of particular interest. If you 
are unfamiliar with areas that may support Rusty Blackbirds in your region, contact Ken-
tucky’s Blitz Coordinator, Kate Heyden, at kathryn.heyden@ky.gov for ideas. These efforts 
will result in the creation of maps of wintering Rusty Blackbird "hotspots" that will help 
direct research, monitoring and conservation attention.  
 If you don't use eBird regularly, please consider entering all your observations of 
Rusty Blackbirds (even outside the Blitz period). Your observations will be used by 
researchers currently studying the steep long-term population decline. Results from the past 
year’s Blitzes, instructions, and information on identification, habitat preferences, etc., are 
available on the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center's website at the following link: 
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/scbi/migratorybirds/research/rusty_blackbird/blitz.cfm. Additional 
information and instructions will also be available soon on Cornell Laboratory of Orni-
thology's eBird web site: http://ebird.org 
 
The Kentucky Ornithological Society Thanks Stephen J. Stedman 
 
 The Kentucky Ornithological Society, most specifically past and current editors of The 
Kentucky Warbler, Blaine Ferrell and Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., respectively, thank Dr. 
Stephen J. Stedman for his valued service as a member of the Editorial Advisory Board. Dr. 
Stedman has assisted in review of manuscripts submitted to and draft versions of The 
Kentucky Warbler since the February 2006 issue. A need to focus on other tasks recently 
called for him to step off the Editorial Advisory Board, but we thank him for his five years 
of enthusiastic and dedicated service. 
 
Visit the K.O.S. Website 
 
 To learn about the Kentucky Ornithological Society, visit the KOS website maintained 
by Dr. Gary Ritchison at http://www.biology.eku.edu/kos/default.htm. 
 
K.O.S. Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 
 
 The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the 
deeper appreciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of 
up to $500, please contact Scott Marsh by mail at 4401 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lex-
ington, KY, 40509, or via email at (scott.marsh@insightbb.com). 
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K.O.S. Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Avian Research Grants Available 
 
 The Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky 
with monetary awards of up to $1000. For guidelines on how to apply, please visit the 
K.O.S. web site (http://www.biology.eku.edu/kos/monroe.htm) or contact either Shawchyi 
Vorisek, Ky. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY, 
40601 (shawchyi.vorisek@ky.gov) or Dr. Blaine Ferrell, Ogden College of Science and 
Engineering Dean’s Office, Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, KY, 42101 
(blaine.ferrell@wku.edu). 
 
Kentucky Bird Records Committee 
 
 The Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) is charged with determining the 
validity of records of rare and out-of-season birds in Kentucky. Sightings of such birds 
should be documented with information supporting the identification promptly submitted to 
the KBRC. Photographic evidence is desirable but not essential. Electronic documentation 
is preferred and should be submitted to KBRC Secretary, Ben Yandell, via e-mail at 
secy@kybirdrecords.org. Hard copy documentation should be mailed to Ben Yandell, 
KBRC Secretary, 513 Lymington Ct., Louisville, KY 40243. 
 
The Kentucky Warbler Available in PDF Format 
 
 Members of the Kentucky Ornithological Society who wish to receive their quarterly 
journal, The Kentucky Warbler, in electronic format rather than hard copy through the mail 
may now do so. In the new and here-to-stay digital age, we have found that some members 
prefer to have a searchable electronic format. The board of the Kentucky Ornithological 
Society has discussed the eventual scanning of all back issues of The Kentucky Warbler to 
PDF format and making them available on the internet, but that project may be a few years 
away. If you wish to receive future issues of The Kentucky Warbler in digital PDF format, 
email the Society’s Corresponding Secretary, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., at brainard.palmer-
ball@ky.gov. 
 
 
 
KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
September 23, 2010 
 
         Depository Account Balance 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 PNC Bank, Louisville General Fund (Checking) $13,759.16 
 Heritage Bank, Burlington Burt Monroe, Jr., Avian Research Fund (Checking) $1,961.42 
 Heritage Bank, Burlington Gordon Wilson Fund (CD) $20,819.22 
 Heritage Bank, Burlington Gordon Wilson Fund (Savings) $1,477.31 
 Heritage Bank, Burlington Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund (Savings) $5,203.43 
 Heritage Bank, Burlington Endowment Fund (CD) $16,725.00 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Total assets  $59,945.54 
 
Submitted by Lee McNeely, Treasurer, 23 September 2010 (unaudited) 
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KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
Operating Statement 
September 25, 2009 — September 23, 2010 
 
Beginning Balance (September 25, 2009)  $10.804.28 
   
Receipts   
 Dues (Renewals and New Memberships) $3560.00  
 CD interest from Endowment Fund $543.82  
 Meeting Registrations (Fall 2009) $543.00  
 Meeting Registrations (Spring 2010) $479.00  
 Donation (Win Ahrens) $3,000.00  
 Life Memberships and Donations $950.00  
 Sales (Annotated Checklists, Field Cards, etc.) $82.25  
 Anne Stamm Fund Donations $2,310.00  
 Burt Monroe Fund Donations $1,320.00  
 Gordon Wilson Fund Donations $185.00  
 Transfer from Anne Stamm Fund $1,189.98  
 Postage Reimbursement $8.40  
Total Receipts  $14,171.45 
   
Disbursements   
 Printing – November 2009 issue The Kentucky Warbler $558.47  
 Printing – February 2010 issue The Kentucky Warbler $565.15  
 Printing – May 2010 issue The Kentucky Warbler $426.95  
 Printing – August 2010 issue The Kentucky Warbler $462.33  
 Meeting Speaker (Paul Bannick) $1,247.51  
 Meeting Speaker (Jeff Gordon) $900.00  
 Transfer to Anne Stamm Fund $2,320.00  
 Transfer to Burt Monroe Fund $1,330.00  
 Transfer to Gordon Wilson Fund $195.00  
 Anne Stamm Grant Fund Award (South Marshall Middle School) $500.00  
 Anne Stamm Grant Fund Award (Concord Elementary School) $439.98  
 Anne Stamm Grant Fund Award (Tom Sawyer State Park Foundation) $250.00  
 Burt Monroe Avian Research Fund Award (Ian Horn) $750.00  
 Mtg. expenses (Fall 2009, Lake Barkley SRP) $207.89  
 Mtg. expenses (Spring 2010, Jenny Wiley SRP) $444.26  
 Mtg. expenses (Fall 2010 deposit for J.J. Audubon SP) $100.00  
 Mtg. expenses (Spring 2011 deposit for Barren River SRP) $100.00  
 Mtg. expenses (Meeting flyers for fall 2010 meeting) $8.59  
 Misc. expenses (Corresponding Secretary; postage, printing) $404.44  
 Misc. expenses (Bank service charge) $6.00  
Total Disbursements  $11,216.57 
   
Net Receipts  $2,954.88 
   
Ending Balance (September 23, 2010)  $13,759.16 
 
Submitted by Lee McNeely, Treasurer, September 23, 2010 (unaudited) 
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Long-billed Dowitcher, Morgan Pond 
14 July 2010 
Eddie Huber 
 
White Ibis (6), McElroy Lake 
16 July 
David Roemer 
 
Mississippi Kites (5 of 8), Muhlenberg 
25 July 2010 
Ashley Unger 
 
 
Hudsonian Godwits (2 of 4), McElroy Lake 
3 June 2010 
David Roemer 
 
Common Nighthawk, Shelbyville 
29 July 2010 
W. Horace Brown 
 
Mottled Duck (with Mallards), Fulton 
12 July 2010 
Hap Chambers 
